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18 little piece was written 


by Mr. STERNE in the year 


up 59, but for privace reaſons was 
chen ſuppreſſed. The recovery of 
this ſatirical perfor: 
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2 A fuf- 


iance from * 
bl vion, as vorthy of ſo — 
1 ry pen, will, it is hoped, be 


ficient excuſe, with all r of 
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tereſt to have it enta 
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„ STERNE's friend, who 
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« The ſtory of a | good warm 


* watch-coat, . with w 


6. * 55 ; 


. — dees g | 
| him, if he would ſuppreſs. he 
publication of his ſarcaſm, he 
would reſign his . to 

8 we next candidate. 01 


ee ar poſſeſſor is ; not content 
6% to cover his own - ſhoulders, - 


e ae be can. cut out of it 
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* petticoat for his wife, and 


the reverſion took place.” 


| 1 | 
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10 a pair of br eeches for his ſon.” 


The pamphler was ſuppreſt, and 
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A oOLITICAL ROMANCE. i 
E | 2 4 FEW | VF | 
TE. N m y laſt, for want of ſomething | = - 
„ e to write about, I told you i 
= bar A 1 of e and data. 2 


[of ours, about an add caſt 
| pair of black pluſh- breeches, which 
755 Joebn our pariſſi clerk, about ten 
15 155 years ago, it ſeems, had made a pro- 
| | miſe of to one Trim, who is our ſexton 0 


a» 
„ 


——— 2 2 


hs rig ebay —=᷑A.— ——— — — — — — 


. „ 
word, that you have had more than 
either one or two occaſions to know a 

good deal of the ſhifty behaviour of the 

faid maſter Trim—and that you are a- 

ſtoniſhed, nor can you for your ſoul con- 
ceive, how ſo worthleſs a fellow, and ſo 

| worthleſs athing i into the bargain, « could: 
become the occaſion of ſo much racket 
as 1 have repreſented. 


Now, though 1 do not his expreſ 

Jy, vou could wiſh to hear any more 
about i it, yet I ſee plainly enough I have 
raiſed your curiolity, and therefore, from 
the ſame motive that I flightly menti- 
oned i it at all in my laſt letter, I will in 


this. give you! a full and very dre, 


Rancial account of the whole 1 50 


1 "Bur, before I begin! moſt firſt ſer; you 
rightir in one 9 material point, in which 
. : x 7D have 


bdreeches has taken its riſe from it. 


ͤ6——— A 
* r — — re Irene < ” * * — \ 


2 ] | 
I have miſled you, as to the true cauſe of 
all this uproar amongſt - us—which _ i; 
does not take its riſe, as I then told you, 4 | 
from the affair of the breeches, but, on bi 
the contrary, the whole affair of the 


'To underſtand which you muſt Kube 
that the firſt beginning of the ſquabble Fo 
- was not betwixt Jobn the pariſh clerk. 
and Trim the ſexton, but betwixt the. 
parſon of the pariſh and the faid- 
_ maſter Trim, about an old watch: coat 
that had hung up many years in the 
church, which Trim had ſet his heart 
upon; and nothing would ſerve Trim 
but he muſt take it home in order. to 
have it converted into a warm under | 
petticoat; for his wite, and a jertin for ; 
himſelf againſt winter; which, in a plain- 
tive tone, he moſt humbly begged his 
| reverence would conſent. to. 7 


I need 195 


Bess ac en mm of this very 


* 41 
1 need not tell you, Sir, who have fo | 


often felt it, that a principle of ſtrong 
compaſſion tranſports a generous mind 
15 ſometimes beyond what is ſtrictly right; 


—the parſon was within an ace of being 


ils eee 8 


; winter, ſtrike upon his Wen . oe 
warmed 
bh got to the end of bis petition (being 6 


—and before Trim had well 


gentleman of a frank. open temper) he 


; told him he was welcome 0 * wich 8 
his heart and ſoul.—Bi 
s you ſee I am but zul e 25 P4081 o 
MY" living, and am an utter ſtranger to ; 
all pariſh matters, knowing nothing as 
bout this old watch-coat you beg of me, 
| having never ſeen it in my life, and | 
therefore cannot be a judge whether 


* fit for ſuch a purpoſe, or, if it is, in 
truth 


1 53 


wk knw: not whether *tis mine to : 
| beſtow upon you or not you muſt 
: have a week or ten days patience, till 1 
can make ſome inquiries about t— Fr 
+ and, if I find it is in my power, I tell 
you again, man, your wife is heartily 
welcome to an underpetticoat out of ; 
| it, and you to a jerkin, was the thing 
as good. again as vou repreſent 8 


It i is neceſſary to inform you, i. Sir, in In 
this place, that the parſon was earneſt- 5 
ly bent to ſerve Trim in this affair, not 
only from the motive of generoſity, 
which I have juſtly aſeribed to him, but 
i likewiſe from another motive, and that 
was by making ſome ſort of recompence 


for a multitude of ſmall ſervices which 


Trim had occaſionally done, and indeed 
Was continually doing (as he was much 
about the _houſe) when his own. man 
eee M„ͤ ©- 0 


. at e deere 1 


2 
—— ——— —— 
a 1 any 
Sat * Ss 


1 26 3} 


was out of the way.—For all theſe | 


reaſons together, I ſay, the parſon of the 


| pariſh intended to ſerve Trim in this 


matter to the utmoſt of his power. All 


that was wanting, was previouſly to in- 
_  quire if any one had a claim to it, or whe- 


ther, as it had time immemorial hung 
up in the church, the taking it down 


might not raiſe a clamour in the 


pariſh. Theſe i inquiries were the things 


| that Trim dreaded in his heart—he knew 


very well, that, if the parſon ſhould but 
ſay one word to the - churchwardens 


about it, there would be an end of the : 


whole affair. For this, and ſome other 


reaſons not neceſſary to be told you at 


preſent, Trim was for allowing no time 


1 chis matter —but on the contrary 


and importunity 


„„ 
morning, noon, and night, and, to 
ſhorten my ſtory, teaſed the poor gen- 
tleman, who was but in an ill ſtate of 
health, almoſt out of his life about it, 


You will not wonder when I tell you, 
that all this hurry and precipitation, on 
the ſide of maſter Trim, produced its 
natural effect on the ſide of the parſon, 
and that was a ſuſpicion that all was 
not AE at the bottom. | 

He Was one evening fitting alone in 
his ſtudy, weighing and turning this 
doubt every way in his mind, and after 
an hour and a half's ſerious deliberation 
upon the affair, and running over 
Trim“ 5 behaviour throughout —he was 
juſt faying to himſelf —7t muſt be fo 
when a ſudden rap at the door put an 
end to * follloquy, and in a few | 


8 . minutes 


"Re 
—— 


= ſcarce unclaſped the 
this, when he popped on the 1 very thing 


Ay + 
I 


'F 1 
minutes to his doubts too; for a la- 
; bourer i in the town, who deemed. him- 
ſelf paſt his fifty ſecond year, had 
been returned by the conſtables in the 
militia lit—and he had come with a 


groat in his hand to ſearch the pariſh- 
regiſter for his age. The parſon bid 


the poor fellow put the groat into his 
pocket, and 8⁰ into the kitchen then 


ſhutting the ſtudy door, and taking 
down the pariſh regiſte b knows, 


ſays he, but I nay find ſomething bere 


about this ' ſelfsame watch. coat ? He had 


he wanted, fairly wrote in the firſt Page, 


paſted to the inſide of one of the covers, 


whereon was a memorandum about 


the very thing in queſtion, in theſe 
; expreſs words— Memorandum. 60 The 


« « great watch- coat hs purchaſed and 
| de given 


1 


3a book, in faying 


. Ü w A TI GIG 9s A, 


ls 


| © given, above two hundred years ago, 
« by the lord of the manor to this 


« pariſh church, to the ſole uſe and be- 
© hoof of the poor ſextons thereof, and 


their ſucceſſors for i ever, to be worn 


by them reſpectively in winterly cold 
nights in ringing complines, paſſing bells 
He. which the ſaid lord of the manor 
had dene in piety to keep the poor 
4 wretches warm, and for the good of 
his own ſoul, for which they were di- 
« © rected to pray, Kc. ” Juſt beaven|! 1 | 


what an age n 1 bod! give this fp 


tte Trim's wife ! 1 wauld 


. eee ich em ee 


not 8 ae fin 1 button of it fo 


* 


a > 
, 2 * 


+ 2 
. 7 


mouth, when in pops Trim with the 


arms—for he had actually got it ript 
and cut out ready, his own jerkin under 
one arm, and the petticoat under the 
| other, i in order to carry to the taylor 


fubſittng i in the world, but which I have 


— 10 5 4 POPPE ITE - N — * — 
P 3 n n — E ]«‚— eh —— * 2 
3 hn td 4 Co I 4. 


Lo 1 


3 were the 1 out of his 


whole ſubject of the exclamation under 
both his arms ſay under both his 


to be made up, and had juſt ſtepped 
; 


in, in high ſpirits, to ſnow the party 


how cken it had held: out. 1 


„ 


e 6 now many 5 en e 


neither time to recollect or look for, 
which. would give you a ſtrong concep- 
tion of the aſtoniſhment and honeſt in 
dignation which this unexpected ſtroke 
of Trim's impudence impreſſed upon ; 


| the parſon's looks—let it ſuffice to fay, 
that it exceeded all fair deſcription— | 


tn} 


* 


as well as all power of proper reſent- 
ment except this, that Trim was 
ordered, in a ſtern voice, to lay the bun- 


dles down upon the table to go about 
his buſineſs, and wait upon him, at his 


| peril, the next morning at eleven pre- 


ciſely.—Againſt this hour, like a wiſe 
man, the parſon had ſent to deſire Foby 
the a clerk, who bore an exceed 
ing e character as a man of truth, 


. having moreover a pretty free= 
hold of about eighteen pounds a year in 


the townſhip, was a leading man in it; 


and, upon the whole, was ſuch a one, of 
| whom it might be ſaid, that he rather 


did honour to his office than that his 
office did honour to him—him he ſends 


for with the churchwardens, and one 


of the ſideſmen, a grave, knowing old 


man, to be preſent— for, as Trim had 
wirnheld the whiole truth from the parſon 


touching 


> 2 re” jou 
2 
8 K 28 q 2 
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ching the 'watch-coat, be thought 
it probable he won 
8 bee to others, Tho! FOI 


— IC caterer reds nt GY Donerh dro end Deere 
. _— 


55 FEE This 


8 ö t 1 


d as certainly do the 


| he had ever | been held by he world in 


n ef .4 man of hon 


eee character on - ode 
1 Fg ry was as s well-known, if not inthe 


1 he. fa 44 bs any, pro- 


; I aid, have made any precaution 
—but you muſt know, à the 


5 {po had in a manner but juſt got 
| e his living, he dreaded the con- 


es . he. leaft ill ation 


K 
: 


N more than the neceſſary care due to 
himſelf—he was reſolved not to lie at 
the mercy of. what reſentment might 
Vent, or malice lend an ear to. 


F E FFS KFB k 


Kii 


Kin EE 1 


2 


. 1 h would 15 diſabled him | 
from doing them the good he wiſhed— 
it out of regard to bis flock, 


DP IT PL the whole matter was 


rehearſed, from firſt to laſt, by the 
Pt ſon, f in the manner I'v ve told you, 


hearing of Jobn the pariſh 


clerk, and in the Preſence of 7 rim. 


Thi rim had lite 4 for bimtelk, e except 


. 0 * that the parſon had abſolutely pro- 
the affair to the utmoſt of his power; ff 
| that. the watch- coat was s certainly n 


to befriend him and his vife i in 


[ 14 1 


bis power and that he ht ill 
Bye e 1 he play, 9a aw. 


T0 this this parkon's reply | was Hort, | 
we Wang, * That nothing was it in 
His" power to as but what he could 


% h—that, in giving the coat 


to him and his vife, he mould do 
bj, manifeſt wrong to the next ſexton, 


the great watch- coat being the moſt 


7 coinfortable part of the place—that he 


ſhould moreover injure the right of 


: his own fuccelior, who would be. juſt 
i much a worſe patron as the worth of 5 


the coat amounted to, and, in a word, 


te 1 e that his whole intent * 


Tin, bor wreup to no 8 was. 


Fr 


reſerve, he ſaid, made in all caſes of 
fixing: and he declared loleranly, is 


Co } 


verbo ſacerdotis, that this was his mean- 


ing, and was fo underſtood by Trim 
m. 


With . weight of this truth, and 
the great good ſenſe and ſtrong reaſon 


which accompanied all the parſon ſaid 


on the ſubject poor Trim was driven 
to his laſt ſhift—and begged he 
might be ſuffered to plead his right 
and title to the watch-coat, if not by 


promiſe, at leaſt by fervitude—it . was 


well known how much he was in- 
titled to it upon theſe ſcores : that 
| he had black'd the parſon's ſhoes with- 
dut count, and greaſed his boots above 
fifty times—that he had run for eggs 
in the town upon all occaſions— 


whetted the knives at all hours— 


5 eatehed his horſe, and rubbed him 


down 


* — —— —ͤ— arm 
a” > — — — do —— a - os ak. * 


—— ͤ V  —_— 


K r —ůQ f 
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doun—hat, for his wife, ſhe had vide 
ready upon all occaſſions.to. char for. 
them; and neither he nor ſhe, to the 
beſt of his remembrance, ever took 
a farthing, or any thing beyond a 
mug of ale. — To this account of his 


ſervices, he begged leave to add thoſe 


of his wiſhes, which, he ſaid, had been 


equally great he affirmed, and was 
ready, he ſaid, to make it appear, by. 


a number of witneſſes, -* he had drank. . 


| his reverence's. health a thouſand times 
(hy the bye he: did: not add out of 
the: parſon s own ale) that he had 
not only drank his health but wiſhed _ 
Ms: and. never came to the houſe but 
aſked. his man kindly. how. he. did; 
that in particular, about half a year 
| ago, when his. reverence cut his finger 
in paring an ep he went half a 


EP | | mile 
Oe J 3 5 * SY ; : * 
a þ : 7 


A 


A 7 * 


mile to aſk | a Cunning woman what 
was good to ſtaunch blood, and ac- 
tually returned with a. cobweb in his 
breeches pocket. Nay, ſays Trim, it 
was not a fortnight ago, when your 
reverence took that ſtrong purge, that 
I went to the far end of the whole 
town to borrow you a cloſeſtool 
and came back, as the neighbours 
who flouted me will all bear witneſs, 
with the pan upon my head, and 
never thought it too much. ” Trim 
concluded this pathetic remonſtrance 
with ſaying * he hoped his reverence's 
| heart would not ſuffer him to re- 
quite ſo many faithful ſervices by ſo un- 
kind a return: — that if it was ſo, as he 
was the firſt, ſo he hopped he ſhould be 
the laſt example of a man of his condi- 
tion ſo treated.” —T his * of Trim's 
DO % - den 


— 


; Ll. 3 8 1 

defence, which Trim had put himſelf up- 
on, could admit of no other reply than 
general ſmile. —Upon the whole, let me 
inform you, that all that could be 
faid pro and. con, on both ſides, being 
fairly heard, it was plain that Trim 
in every part of this affair had. behav- 
ed very ill—and one thing, which 
was never expected to be known of 
him, happened in the courſe of this 
debate to come out againſt him, namely, 
_ that he had gone and told the parſon, 

before he had ever ſet foot in his pariſh, 

© that Jobn his pariſh, FOI d | 


kick'd out. * Ae and wk, — 
peril never to come there. : 


as 2 , g 4 — 8 * * „ th 
. 1 25 5 — . 2 n 1 : 2 2 1 * 
— 4, , "S K„ß̃ͤͤ ͤ́·iIi 1 - im. ah 
+ 6 . * 4 2 8 # 4 S *. 0 * Neu — 0 * 5 : * % 


. 9 1] 
At firſt, Trim huff d and bounced 
moſt terribly—ſwore he would get 2 


warrant—that nothing would ſerve him | 
but he would call a bye. law, and | 


tell the whole pariſh” how the parſon 


had miſuſed him.;. but cooling of that, | | 


as fearing the parſon might poſlibly 
bind him over to his good behaviour, 
and, for aught he knew, might ſend 
him to the houſe of correction, he 
lets the parſon alone, and to revenge 
4 falls. foul upon the clerk, 
NY had no more to do in the quar- 
rel . than you or I—rips up the pro- 
miſe of the old—caſt—pair of black 


ſtanding it had flept ten years but 
all this, you muſt know, is looked 


— luſh—breeches ; and raiſes an up- 
roar in the town about it, notwith- 


20 ] = 

ut firoks of generallhip- in Trim 0. 

raiſe a duſt,” and cover himſelf under 
| the ee chaſtiſernent he 1 un- 


5 1. p pgs! — not yet alt 

ed will now proceed to relate 
the battle of the breeches in the ſame 
exact manner 1 have done that of the 
8 1 


* 1 175 
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8 De it known W U about ten 
years ago, when Jobn was appointed. 
pariſh-clerk of this church, this ſaid: 


; Trim took no fmall pains to: get into. 
INT eu: One in order, as it 


aſi orf bits 6 gt” of breeches, 
which Joby had then by him, of 
_ black pluſh,” not much the worſe for 


Tet, ” wearing— 


— * 


coat; and indeed with ſor 


1 as 1 
ring—Trim only begged, for God's 
* to have them beſtowed upon 
him when, John "— think. fit eo 


8 TO 
7 
N be 
Ph ** 1 . C= 


o loved a bit eee fl, 
and: Fes rather have a tatter'd rag ; 
of a better body's - than the beſt plain 
NN wen wife could en him. 4 


promiſing the breeches. than the par- | 
| fo. had done in promiſing the great 
ething leſs re- 
ſerve. A becauſe the breeches were Foby's _ 
own, and he could: give them, with- | 


n 
* 


ONE: ane to n, he ne 5 
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. could bear it no lenger—and 
l have it nn and * 
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unluckily, dut 1 ſhould rather ſay 


moſt luckily; for Trim, for he was 


the only gainer by it, that a quar- 
rel, about ſome ſix or eight weeks 
after this, broke out betwixt the late 


ody (and it was thought 
eee but Tun) had put it 


into the parſon's head, that Foby's 


deſk in the church was at the leaſt | 
four inches higher than it ſhould be— * 


n 0 ag gave offence, and 


| inaſmuch as it ap- 


. 2 a level with 


rſon's deſk deelf —This —_ 
Jobn, one day Aer Prayers 


"fs „ 


. A. 
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— as ir ſhould. be. Jain made 


L a8 1 


found ee that as he und it fo 
he would leave it.—In ſhort, he would 
neither make an encroachment, neither 
would he ſuffer one. — The late parſon 
bee 424 dur. ee 


_y tha Job's Rifle in this 


ae Wa: Tri s 8 
be friendly bine to 1 
s:ground, away hies Fyim to make this 
anarket at the vicarage.— What pa 
chere 1 n lay, inrending nor bv 


1 « | 
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and wig, in 
| Ae. 


1 "old ——— h 
dhe able, and Was come ort 
. | good charitable caſt coat,” large 
bat, and wig. which. the parſon 1 
ob pe: mne. l hollo! Fobn, 
.cries Trim, in an inſolent bravo, as 
5 loud as ever he could bawl—ſee here, 
Fr my lad, hom fine I am. The 
| for you, © anſwered Jobn 
. ee ee thin „Trim, ſays he, | 
a ee wal ſuch envy 
By upon i, "Trim Foul nor! — 


_— 


$4 


t thought” lie 'Had got ſo man) 
yours of that kind, ahd was fo likely 
„ D to 


5 
of 

„ 
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, 
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have generouſiy lent you in your d 
ſtreſſes.—Nay, it was but the other 
day that I promiſed you theſe black 
pluſh breeches I have on. Rot your 
| breeches, quoth Trim (for Trim's brain 
was half turn'd with his new finery) 
rot your breches, ſays he—I would 
not take them up were they laid at | 


my door —give them, and be d- 
to you, to whom you like —1 would 


have'you to' Know J can have a better 


pair of the p arſon's any day in the 
week, John told him plainly; as his 
word had once paſſed him, he had a 


| ſpirir” above taking advantige of his 
inſolence in giving them away to ano⸗ 


cher-—-but, t6 tell him his mint freely, 
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to get many more for the Lame ſer- 
| Viceh, - 4 the parkon, Ga he: hed 
£999 nature, to ſome one who would 
* nnn for n 
5 baer dete usted den Slender 
(ho it ſeems the day before: had 
3ſked;, Jahn for them) nat. knowing 
they: were. under promiſe. to Trin 

s. Coms, Trim, ſays he, let page Mork. 
have. bene. know. he has not a 

ir to his. a7 beſides, you ſee he 
1 320 of mv fees and they vill fit 
t/a; T. whereas if L give em to 
ven (lock ve, chen are got worth 
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to pieces.” Every een 


moſt undoubtedly true, for Trim, yu 
| muſt know, by foul feeding, and 
playing the goodfellow at the parſon's, 


was grown ſomewhat groſs about the 


lower parts, if not bigher ; ſo that, as 


all Jobn ſaid upon the occaſion was 
fact, Trim with mch ado, and after a 


a hundred hums and hahs, at laſt, out 
of mere compaſſion to Mart, figns 


' feals, and delivers up ALL RIGHT 
; INTEREST | AND PRETENSIONS WHAT- 


SORVER IN AND To THE 8415 Bukt- 


ente, THEREBY BINDING HIS HEIRS, 
FXECUTORS, ADMINISTRATORS AND As- 
sions, NEVER MORE TO " CALL THE' 
$a” CLAIM 'IN QUESTION. —All 
1 this renunciation was ſet forth, in ath 
_ ample manner, to be in pure pity 

„ to 
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to Mark's. nakedneſ but the oa 


Aw Trim had an eye to, and firmly 


d, in his oyn mind, the great 


wo, green pulpit-cloath, and old velvet 
cuſhion, which were that very year 
to be taken down — which, by the by, 
1 could he a wheedled Jobn a ſecond ; 
time, as he had hoped, would have 
FL made »p the los of the breeches ſeyen 


£ wo 
* 3 


e you FP ctw, this 4 1 ; 
cloath and cuſhion were not in Foby's | 
gift, but in the church · wardens, Sec. 
| However, a as I faid above that Jobn ” 
"nw a: leading man in the pariſh, 

T7 be would but John had got a 
furfeir. of him—ſo, when che pulpit- 
WF. PF e 


w he could help. him to em 


a 


8 


2 great „ſay in it) to William" Dos, 
who underſtood very well what uſe. 


1 % 


eloath, Kc. were taken down, they 


ely given (Job 
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to make of them. 


As for the old 3 . poor Mark E 


lived to wear them but. a ſhort. time, 


and they got into the poſſeſſion of 8 
Lorry Slim, an unlucky wight, by | 
| whom they are ſtill worn—in truth, 


as you will gueſs, they a are. very in 
boy this time. 75 


But Lag . 55 a light heart, and 
what . recommends _ them to him 


is this, that, as thin as they are, be 
n that Trim, let him ſay what 


; ant, 


\ 


he 


[ 30 1 
FRY will to the. contrary, ſtill 5 
the Paſſeſor of them, and with all his 


pride would be very md. to wear 
them after Ws: : 


I 


8 this e hive theſe of. 
fairs flept quietly for near ten years 
—and would have ſlept for ever, but 
f for the unlucky kicking bout, which, 
as I ſaid, has ripped this ſquable up 
afreſh ; ſo that it was no longer ago 
than” laſt week, that Tri rim met and 
inſulted Jahn in the public town - 
way before a hundred people—tax d 
him with the promiſe of the old 
| Eaſt pair of black” breeches, not- 
ee Trim's ſolemn renunci- 
ation twi ted bim with * the n 
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told him he was ignorant of the 


common duties of his clerkſhip; ad- 


ding, very inſolently, that he knew 


not ſo much as to give out a 
common pſalm in tune. 


John contented himſelf by giving 


a plain anſwer to every article that 

Trim had laid to his charge, and ap- 
> pealed to his neighbours who remem- 
bered the whole affair —and, as he 
knew there was never any : thing to 


be got by . wreſtling with a chimney- 
ſweeper, he was going to take his 


leave of Trim for ever. But hold the 
mob by this time had got round 
them, and their high mightineſſes in- 
ſiſted upon having of rim tried upon 
the ſpot, — 


” FY 
4 


— 


* ** A 
mt 
_— _— 


n 
— 7 
— — 


„ 

2 Trim was: accordingly tried and, 
hes full hearing, was convicted a 
ſecond time, and handled more rough- 


| ly by one or more of them 80 
even at the e — 


run, tins one, are you not aſhamed 
of: yourſelf to make all this rout and 
diſturbance in the town, and ſet neigh- 
bours together by the ears, about an 
old orn out —pair of caſt—bree- 
ches not worth half a crown? Is 
; there a caſt coat, or a place in 
the whole town, that will bring 
you in a ſhilling, but what you have 
"m—_ wp!” lke a ee hound as. 
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In the firſt place, are you not ſex- 
ton and dog-whij pper, worth three 
pounds a year? Then you begged 
the” church-wardens to let your wife 


have the waſhing and darning of 
the church-linen, which brings you in 
thirteen ſhillings and fourpence; then 
you have ſix ſhillings and eightpence 
for oiling and winding up the clock, 
both paid you at Eaſter—the poun- 
der's place, which is worth forty 
ſhillings a year, you have got that 
too—you are the bailiff, which the 
late parſon got you, which Wa 
vo in . ſhillings more. e 


Beſides all this, you have fix pounds. 
2 year, paid you quarterly, for being 


5 mole-catcher to the pariſh, Aye, ſays 
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the luckles wight abovementioned 


(ho was ſtanding cloſe by him with the 
pliſh breeches on) Ws you are not 
only mole-catcher, N but you 


catch STRAY CONIES too in the 
dark, and you pretend a licence for 


it, which, I trow, will be looked in- 


to at the next quarter ſeſſions.” I main- 


tain it, I have a licence, ſays Trim, 
bluſhing as red as ſcarlet—I have 


2 licence, and, as I farm a war- 


ren in the next pariſh, 1 will catch 
Conies every hour of the night. You 
catch  contes 1 ſays a toothleſs old vo- 
man Juſt: N by. 1 


This ſet the * a — 


. ſent every man home in perfect 
= w_ humour, . who wade 


dled 


h 
„ 
5 


Ly 


& 
1. 
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L435 1 
dled very ſlowly off with that kind 


of inflexible gravity only to be 


equalled by one animal in the crea- 
tion, and ſurpaſſed by none. 


I am, 


Sir, yours, &c. &c. 
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called upon me in his return thro? 
this village to York; ſo it has lain 


a week or ten days by me—I am 


not ſorry for the diſappointment, be- 
cauſe ſomething has ſince happened, in 
continuation of this affair, which 1 
am thereby enabled to tranſmit to you 
all under one ben 


When I finiſhed the * account, I 
thought (as did every ſoul in the pariſh) 
Trim had met with ſo thorough a 
rebuff from Jobn the pariſh clerk, and 
the town's folks, who all took againſt 
him, that Trim would be ele en 
quiet, and let the matter roſk, 7; 7 
00 £13 | bn ice 1 20% anon cout; | 

But, i ems, it is not Half an 
een e , forth. a- 


1 


gain, and, having borrowed a ſow⸗ 


gelder's horn, with hard blowing he 


got the whole town round him, and 
endeavoured to raiſe a difturbance, and 


fight the whole battle over again 


alledg'd that he had been uſed in the laſt 
fray worſe than a dog, not by John the 
pariſh- clerk, for I ſhould not, quoth 
Trim, have valued him a ruſh ſingle- 
| hands—but all the town fided with 
him, and twelve men in buckram ſet 


upon me, all at once, and kept DOOR 


in play at ſword's point for three | 
= hours Lane Vo 


Beſides, quoth Trim, there were two 


7 , miſbegotted | knaves in Kendal green; : 
Ro lay all the while in ambuſh W | 5 
* 5 


75 Ve 40 1 
0 . own | houſe, and they all ſixteen 


came upon my back, and let drive at 


me all together —a plague, ſays T; rim, 
of. al ae EN 


771 rim 5 this ſtory above 1 
dozen times, which made ſome of the 
neighbours pity him, thinking - the 
poor fellow crack · brain'd, and that 
he i ana e what he fad. 


A Aids this Tri rim 1 the Fair 

of the breeches, and began a freſh 
| diſpute about the reading deſk, which 
I told you had occaſioned ſome ſmall 
diſpute betwen the late parſon and 
Jobn ſome years ago,—T his reading : 
deſk, as you will obſerve, was but an 


__ wove into the main ſtory by 


the 


w cr 2 


a 
1 
Is 


the 


* Ar * 


the bye, for the main affair was the 


battle of the broeches , and - the great. 


coat. 


However, Trim bad at lat dri- 


yen out of theſe two citadels—he 


has ſeized hold, in his retreat, of this 
reading deſk, with a view, as it ſeems, | 


1 to take welter behind. it. 


I cannot af ind the had has fought. 


it out obſtinately enough, and, had 


his cauſe been good, I ſhould have 


really pitied him. For, when he was 
driven out of the great watch-coat, 


he retreated behind the breeches, and, 
when he could make nothing of it be. 
hind the i he got behind the 

E 5 reading 


1 4 1 4 
reading deſk. To what other hold 
Trim will next retreat, the politicians 
of this village are not agreed. Some 
think his next move will be towards 
the rear of the parſon's boot; but, 
as it is thought he cannot make a 
[lng ſtand there, others are of 
opinion, that 7 rim will once more in 
his life get hold of the parſon' 8 Horſe, 
and charge upon him, or perhaps 
| behind him: but, as the horſe is not 

. eaſy to be caught, the more general 

opinion is, that, | when he is driven 
out of che reading deſk, he will make 
his laſt retreat in ſuch a manner, as, 
if poſſi ble, to gain the cloſeſtool, and 
defend himſelf behind it to the very 
lat drop. 
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If Trim ſhould - | ade 1 move - 
ment, by my advice he ſhould be left, 


beſides his citadel, in full poſſeſſion . 
of the field of battle, where tis cer- 
tain he will keep every body a league 


off, and may hop by himſelf till he 


is weary, Beſides, as Trim ſeems 
bent upon purging himſelf, and may 155 
have abundance of foul humours to 
work off, I think he cannot be © beter 
PRs 1 e ls 


But this 1s all matter of ſpeculation— 


Let me carry you back to matter of 
fact, and tell you what kind of ſtand 


Trim has actualy made behind the 


ſaid deſk : « Neighbours and townſ- 
men all, I will be ſworn befare my 


lord mayor, that you and his nine- 


teen 
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what 
ly thank- 
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had actual 
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child that 
eſs, a 
Joh him 
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angry 
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that, that you 
made town's pounder, thou knoweſt 


5 Ton well that I both thanked thee my- EN 1 


ſelf, and moreover ga 
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|| . have loſt my whole crop; whereas 0 
1 „ and are both willing to 

k | that thou thy- 
| #f wa man who ſet the 
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